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New law to bring changes to PROMISE in W.Va.
By GINNY BLAKE

RICK HAYE | UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS

Freshman during Week of Welcome in front of Drinko Library.

of scholarships specifically for homeschooled
students, because they are usually for schools
far away that are sometimes not accredited or
for very niche programs that result in almost the
complete lack of ability to find a scholarship at
all, which happened to me,” Harmen said.
A similar bill, House Bill 2675, was voted on in
2015. Former Governor Earl Ray Tomblin vetoed
the bill. Tomblin’s veto message stated “eliminating the requirement that home school students
show mastery of certain subjects, rather than
simply complete a course of study, provides an
unfair advantage of those students to receive a
PROMISE scholarship.”
Tomblin also said he disapproved of the bill,
because it would “create an incentive for some
students to drop out of the public-school system.”
“(If students dropping out) becomes a problem, we can come back and report it to the
legislature and say, ‘We need to make some adjustments,’” West Virginia Higher Education Vice
Chancellor Matt Turner said to the Senate Education Committee.
According to the Common Data Set 20172018 by Marshall University’s Institutional
Research and Planning, the university currently requires a high school diploma or GED
to be admitted.
Ginny Blake can be contacted at blake185@
marshall.edu.

THE PARTHENON
A bill eliminating the need for homeschooled
students to earn the equivalent to a high school
degree in order to receive the PROMISE scholarship was passed by the West Virginia Legislature.
Passed in early March, Senate Bill 319 will go
into effect on July 1.
Previously, homeschooled students pursing
a college education were required to earn their
high school degree by taking tests such as the
GED or TASC to be considered for scholarship.
This bill will nix this requirement; however, it
does not lower the SAT or ACT standards.
According to the new law, to be eligible for
the PROMISE scholarship, a student must first
submit a scholarship application within two
years after finishing their secondary education
in a public, private, homeschool or obtaining the
equivalent of GED. The student must still submit
FAFSA, maintain a G.P.A. of at least 3.0 on a 4.0
scale in the required core and elective courses,
maintain academic progress, be a legal United
States citizen, meet the objective standards of the
commission and enroll in an eligible institution.
Abigail Harmen, a previously homeschooled
first-year Marshall student, said she thinks this
law will keep more students in state.
“(The PROMISE without needing a GED) would
be a significant addition to the very small pool

Local Journalists to present ‘Path to Pulitzer’
By MICHAELA CRITTENDEN

THE PARTHENON
Two Pulitzer Prize winners will discuss
the process of investigating and writing
award-winning news stories in the Brad
D. Smith Foundation Hall April 2 at 7 p.m.
“Path to Pulitzer: Journalism and the
Informed Citizen” will feature John Hackworth, a 1971 Marshall University graduate
in the journalism program, who worked for
the Herald-Dispatch, the Daily Independent
in Kentucky and Sun Newspapers in Florida,
who also was a winner of the Pulitzer Prize
in 2016 for editorial writing about inmate
abuse, and Eric Eyre, an employee at the
Charleston Gazette-Mail and winner of the
2017 Pulitzer Prize for investigative reporting about the opioid epidemic in West
Virginia.
“On the surface, the audience can expect
to hear just what’s described—an account
of the development of the winning stories
and a discussion of staying informed in

UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS
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Pulizter Prize Winner and Marshall University Alumni
Jack Hackworth.
the current media environment,” Associate
Dean of the College of Arts and Media Janet

Pulizter Prize Winner and Gazette-Mail reporter Eric
Eyre.
Dooley said. “Those discussions, however,
should underline the criticality of solid

journalism in spotlighting issues of concern in a community and in helping us
envision solutions.”
Journalism professor Dan Hollis will be
moderating the talk.
“If you know Hollis, you should be familiar with his ease and command in front of
an audience and his ability to generate insightful, probing questions,” Dooley said.
Dooley said this talk will give students
the opportunity to talk journalists with
this level of distinction and expand their
knowledge on journalistic practices.
“I hope participants will gain a deeper understanding of how purposeful developing a
thorough news story is; it’s not done on the
fly,” Dooley said. “These stories are difficult
to excavate and require time, commitment,
patience, fortitude and, sometimes, risk.”
This event will be free and open to the
public with a reception following the talk
and refreshments provided.
Michaela Crittenden can be contacted at
crittenden2@marshall.edu.

Marshall University Digital Forensics trains law enforcement and students
By MICHAELA CRITTENDEN

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University’s Digital Forensics department partnered
with Operation Underground Railroad to train law enforcement
and Marshall students on the investigation of sex trafficking
Wednesday.
“Our students have worked with O.U.R. before, so it made sense
to have this training on campus,” associate professor in the department of forensic science and director of the digital forensics and
information assurance program John Sammons said.
Operation Underground Railroad is a non-profit organization
that rescues sex-trafficked children worldwide. The organization set up a one-day training for students and law enforcement
to talk about the channels pedophiles take to get to children and

Marshall students
ride FREE with I.D.

the processes the police departments go through to catch these
criminals.
“We wanted to get some valuable training for our students and
also raise the level of awareness of this heartbreaking problem,”
Sammons said.
Matt Osborne, the senior vice president for rescue and rehabilitation, has led 10 undercover missions and saved over 171 victims
and arrested 54 suspected traffickers.
Osborne spoke about some of these cases he worked on and the
people he saved.
Speaker Tony Godwin worked for the Garland Police Department for 24 years and is assigned to the Northern Texas Internet
Crimes Against Children Task Force (ICACTF). He investigates
child molestation cases, child sexual assault cases involving

strangers, child pornography and the internet solicitation of children for sexual purposes.
“The kids get taken to Dallas and are trafficked there, then
brought back to sleep in my city,” Godwin said.
Godwin talked about one case of a man who would travel to
countries where child trafficking was not as closely monitored as
here in the United States to prey on young girls.
“He actually found one that was old enough for him to marry,
and he brought her back, they had a child together, and he was still
looking into tons of child pornography,” Godwin said.
Godwin caught that man with thousands of child pornography
photos on a hard drive and arrested him. He was convicted and

see TRAINING | pg. 5
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Student Veteran Association to have elections,
hopes to become involved with SGA in future
By AMANDA LARCH

THE PARTHENON
The Student Veteran Association assists veterans on campus
and allows them to have a common area to relax between classes
and rely on one another for support. Next Wednesday, the organization will have elections for a new president. Art Phillips,
current president, is graduating this semester.
Phillips, senior biology major, served in the Army as a medic
from May 1992 to August 2016. He said he chose to continue his
education at Marshall because he attended the university in the
early 1980s, and his family is in Huntington. Marshall offers a
first-year seminar course for veterans, and Phillips said his first
contact with SVA came from that class.
“I was actually contacted when I applied here, because they offer a first-year seminar class for veterans only, so they made sure
I got in the right classes,” Phillips said. “That was my original
contact, and then they just moved into this facility, so I’ve been
hanging out here for a while. I like it. The old leadership left, and
we’ve kind of fell into it.”
SVA used to be called Vets for Vets, but it was rebranded last
summer. Now, it is nationally recognized by and affiliated with
the National Student Veterans of America. Phillips said they are
working to build up the chapter.
“As any student organization, we try to do things for the community,” Phillips said. “We had a food drive for the homeless vets,
things like that. We also offer comradery to the other vets. They
can come in, they don’t have to join the association, but if they
come into the lounge; they can talk to other vets. Vets tend to
open up more around other vets about their experiences and
really about everything, in a lot of ways. It’s a big support organization for the veterans.”
There is a total of 380 veterans on all of Marshall’s campuses
and online. Julie Bittinger, secretary treasurer of SVA, said she
would love for more veterans to join the organization, but she
understands they have busy schedules.

“I’d like to see people get involved,” Bittinger, retired Air Force
military law officer, said. “Most of us are nontraditional students; we’ve been out of high school for six plus years, up to 20
years. We’ve got families. Most of us aren’t on campus and have
other commitments.”
Bittinger, senior respiratory care major, also said she would
like to see the university create more veteran-friendly classes
and resources.
“I’d say there’s always room for improvement,” Bittinger said.
“As a college campus, most resources and teaching are directed
toward 18 to 23 year olds, which a lot of us don’t necessarily
fit, and there are people without military service coming here
to school outside that age range. I would like to see classes more
controlled rather than people doing what they want, but that
might be the structured bit in me. I like the expectations; I like
being held to expectations. I don’t necessarily like to hear people
whine about not meeting expectations and then not getting the
grade they want.”
One goal for SVA was to organize an English 201 class for veterans, taught by a fellow veteran. Unfortunately, said Phillips, not
enough veterans were interested, and the class had to allow nonveterans to sign up for it.
Phillips said another aspect of the club he would like to
see grow under new leadership is their involvement with
student government.
“At this time, no, we do not have anyone on student government,” Phillips said. “But I think we should. We should have a seat.
It would be important for us to be involved with the rest of the
student organizations because we are a student organization.”
SVA meets every Wednesday and Thursday of the first full
week of every month in Gullickson Hall room 212. They welcome veterans, students attending school on military benefits
and dependents.
Amanda Larch can be contacted at larch15@marshall.edu.

Marshall University’s SAME-ASCE chapter brings
home multiple awards from annual conference
By GINNY BLAKE

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University’s SAME-ASCE chapter competed against other universities
during the annual Virginia Conference.
The conference, on March 22-24, allowed
Marshall’s engineering students to participate in various competitions, such as
the construction of a concrete canoe and
steel bridge.
“I am very proud of everyone who dedicated their time and effort to competing
in ASCE Virginia’s Conference,” said Megan Bates, junior electrical engineering

major and Marshall SAME-ASCE chapter
president. “We placed in all of the small
competitions including getting third place
oral presentation portion of the concrete
canoe competition. I am very excited to
see what next year has in store for us.”
Marshall students received second
place during the shirt design competition,
third in concrete Frisbee toss, and third
in steel hockey stick and concrete hockey
puck shootout. For their concrete canoe,
they received sixth place.
Caleb Mitchell, senior engineering major and Marshall University SAME-ASCE

chapter vice president, received third in
the Marr Technical Paper Competition
with his paper on the vulnerability of connected vehicles to hacking.
During the steel bridge competition,
the bridges were judged based on appearance, construction speed, lightness,
stiffness, cost, efficiency and performance.
Marshall’s steel bridge did not hold up
under the required weight, however the
bridge itself only weighed 80 pounds–120
pounds less than the next lightest bridge.
Ginny Blake can be contacted at
blake185@marshall.edu.

MU Reads gives students a taste of women authors

Police Blotter
By SARAH INGRAM
THE PARTHENON

Burglary

A student reported he had
$116 stolen off of his desk in
his dorm room after leaving
the room to use the restroom.
The student claimed he left
his door unlocked because he
was using a restroom down
the hall from his dorm. When
he returned, he noticed the
door had been left open and
money was missing from his
desk. The student claims to
have noticed a male leaving
from the general area of his
dorm while he was walking
back to his room. The student
left a note on his believed
suspect’s door informing him
he would contact MUPD if
the money was not returned.
Officers made contact with
the suspect who admitted to
living in Holderby Hall, and
MUPD is still investigating.

Petit Larceny

An iPhone was stolen from
a student’s jacket pocket after briefly leaving the jacket
unattended in a studio at the
Recreation Center. While returning to the studio, she
noticed a suspicious male
leaving the area. When officers questioned the suspect,
he admitted to stealing the
iPhone and put it in his room
in Twin Towers West. He gave
MUPD permission to retrieve
the phone from his dorm.		

Petit Larceny from Auto

A student reported the license plate from her vehicle
had been stolen after leaving
the vehicle in the parking lot
across from the Twin Towers
Residence Halls. The student
claimed to have left her father’s
Pontiac on March 15, and the
plate had disappeared when
she returned on March 17.

Destruction of property

Officers came across a
light pole they described

“had been destroyed” on the
southeast side of the Science
Building March 18. The light
pole is worth roughly $2,000.
MUPD is unsure of how the
accident occurred and are
currently still investigating.

Grand Larceny

A student approached
MUPD stating she believed
a radio she purchased at a
pawn shop had belonged to
the department because it
had an MUPD ID in the LED
screen. The student informed
officers of the shop she
bought it from, and officers
began an investigation. The
police discovered the radio
had been pawned January
7. Officers discovered who
pawned the radio and made
contact with the suspect. The
police discovered the suspect had stolen and pawned
multiple pieces of property
from Marshall’s campus over
the last few months. The
suspect was charged with
larceny, grand larceny and
fraudulent schemes.		

DUI

MUPD received notification of a car wreck on Fifth
Avenue and discovered the
driver inside of the vehicle unconscious. Officers described
the scene as if someone had
“veered off the road” and had
struck a light pole. The officers
found the owner of the vehicle
in the front seat of the car,
asleep. After having to physically shake the driver awake,
the officers administered multiple sobriety tests. The driver
failed all of them. The driver
also could not provide proper
identification. The driver later
admitted he had ingested
both heroin and meth. The
driver had difficulty staying
conscious, so officers contact
EMS and had him transported
to Cabell Huntington Hospital.
Sarah Ingram can be contacted at ingram51@marshall.
edu.
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AMANDA LARCH | THE PARTHENON

MU Reads’ ‘book tasting’ had books by multiple female authors in an effort to celebrate Women’s History Month on campus.
By AMANDA LARCH

THE PARTHENON
MU Reads, Marshall University libraries’ book club, celebrated
Women’s History Month Tuesday with a “book tasting” event.
The event organizers set up eight tables, each with a different
genre, such as poetry, nonfiction and graphic novels, for a theme
and included various books by or about women at every one.
Participants were escorted to a table and had one minute to
choose a book and five minutes to read as much of it as they
could. After the time allotted expired, they moved to a different
table until each person visited and explored each section and the
books they had to offer. The event was free and open to students,
faculty and community members.
Jesten Richardson, first year print journalism major, said she
heard about the event on Herd Happenings and is a member herself of MU Reads. Richardson said one book at the book tasting
caught her eye.
“I really like Kate Chopin’s ‘The Awakening and Other Stories,’”
Richardson said. “I have that book at my house, I haven’t read it

completely yet, but I really like ‘The Story of An Hour.’ It’s very interesting, and ‘The Awakening’ itself is very interesting, but ‘The
Story of An Hour’ I read for an English class in high school, and I
really liked it.”
The event was eye opening and was a creative way to celebrate
Women’s History Month, Richardson said.
“I usually don’t pay attention to the sex or gender of the author, but I thought it was interesting to see that women have so
many wonderful books that they could fill a whole room with,”
Richardson said.
Tera Henry and Leeann Hesson, MU Reads staff members, said
they had a lot of fun picking books for this event, and they carefully planned it.
“We definitely wanted to do something to celebrate Women’s
History Month and book tasting, and we felt this would be a good
opportunity to look at different genres by or about women,” Hesson said. “So, it was a good match.”
Amanda Larch can be contacted at larch15@marshall.edu.
page designed and edited by BREANNA FRANCIS | francis70@marshall.edu
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Herd trio to test NBA Draft waters
By COURTNEY ANDREWS

THE PARTHENON
Marshall men’s basketball’s three record-setting players all declared for the NBA Draft this
week. Junior guards Jon Elmore and C.J. Burks
and junior forward Ajdin Penava all filled out and
the paperwork to declare for the draft in June.
All three players will not sign with an agent, so
they all will be eligible to return to the Herd next
season if they are not drafted by an NBA team.
“I want everybody to be successful,” Marshall
head coach Dan D’Antoni said. “When everybody’s
successful, we’re successful. I don’t want to hold
somebody back so that I can be successful. There
is a mutual ground where everybody wins, and if
C.J. or Jon or Ajdin receives a first round grade, it’s
great for us. It’s win-win.”
Elmore, Burks and Penava all played a large
role in the Herd’s successful season that resulted
in a Conference USA championship and a trip to
the NCAA tournament round of 32. The three
were the leading scorers for the Herd this season:
Elmore averaged 22.7 points per game, Burks averaged 20.1, and Penava averaged 15.6.
Elmore was named to the All-Conference USA
first-team, and made seven threes to add to a
27-point game against WKU in the Conference
Championship game. He added 27 more in Marshall’s NCAA tournament first round upset of
Wichita State
“His game is kind of a cross between (Steve)
Nash and (Stephen) Curry,” D’Antoni said.
He also set a school-record for most points and
assists during a season. He bucketed 816 points,
grabbed 210 rebounds and dished out 244 assists.

Those numbers made him become the first person
in Division I basketball since 1985-86 to register
over 800 points, 200 assists and 200 rebounds in a
single season.
Burks was named to the All-Conference USA
Second Team, and was part of the highest scoring
duo in college basketball alongside Elmore.
“C.J. can score from anywhere,” D’Antoni said.
“He makes threes, makes hard shots at the rim
and can drive. His defense took a big jump this
season as well.”
“Following God’s plan, (I’m) extremely excited
to see what the future holds,” Burks said via Instagram when he shared that he was declaring
for the draft.
Penava was named to the All-Conference USA
Third team. He also won Conference USA defensive player of the year, and was the leading shot
blocker in the nation this season, tallying 134
total blocked shots (3.9 per game).
“Ajdin can do it all,” D’Antoni said. “He can block
shots, shoot three-pointers, guard multiple positions and run the floor.”
The three juniors will travel around the country for the next two months working out in front
of NBA teams and receiving feedback about their
play and draft prospects. The feedback the players will receive will, according to D’Antoni, only
benefit each players and the program if they
decide to return for their senior season. The
deadline for early entrants to withdraw from the
NBA Draft and be eligible to continue collegiate
competition is June 11.
Courtney Andrews can be contacted at andrews46@marshall.edu.

RICHARD CRANK | THE PARTHENON

Junior guard Jon Elmore drives to the basket for a layup during the Herd’s 103-75 senior night win
over Charlotte February 24. Elmore declared for the NBA Draft for the second straight season Monday
afternoon and will have until June 11 to decide on whether he returns to Marshall for his senior season
or stays in the NBA Draft.

Herd baseball returns home for series against Florida Atlantic Herd softball opens five-game homestand against FIU
STAFF REPORT

THE PARTHENON
Conference USA baseball is in full swing this season, as Marshall baseball prepares for its third inconference series of 2018 this weekend with a three-game set against Florida Atlantic at Appalachian
Power Park in Charleston, West Virginia.
After it suffered a three-game sweep at the hands of UTSA last weekend in San Antonio, Marshall
(11-9, 1-5 C-USA) sits at 11th place in the C-USA standings. The Herd, however, has a chance to gain
ground with a successful series against FAU (17-8, 3-3 C-USA). Despite its home record of 13-2, FAU
has an away record of 4-6 as it travels to Charleston. On the other hand, Marshall has a winning home
record (4-3) and will gain ground in the standings with a sweep or series win.
For Friday evening’s game one, junior lefty Joshua Shapiro is slated to start on the mound. Shapiro,
who has made one start in seven total appearances this season, has a 5.19 ERA with a 1-1 record. Senior pitcher Brad O’Connor will make the start Saturday’s early-afternoon game two. O’Connor has a
4.31 ERA and a 2-3 win-loss record in his first six starts of the season. Sunday’s series finale starting
pitcher has yet to be annnonced.
FAU has a pair of wins over Miami (Fla.) along with wins over Power Five opponent Oregon and
No. 14 Southern Miss. The Owls have four players hitting over .300 this season in Tyler Frank (.333),
Pedro Pages (.327), Joe Montes (.324) and David Miranda (.319). All three Owls starting pitcher also
have earned run averages under four (Kyle Marman 1.45, Jake Miednik 2.58. Vince Coletti 3.60).
Game one of the series is Friday evening with first pitch from Appalachian Power Park
scheduled for 6 p.m.

STAFF REPORT

THE PARTHENON
Dot Hicks Field welcomes the two Conference USA teams that received 2017 NCAA tournament
at-large berths this weekend when Marshall softball plays host to the FIU Panthers in a three-game
series.
The Herd dropped two games over the weekend in a three-game series against Florida Atlantic,
including a nine-inning loss in the series finale. Marshall (14-16-1, 5-3-1 C-USA), however, is a perfect
4-0 at Dot Hicks Field this season.
FIU sits in last place in the Conference USA East Division with a 2-4 record in league games. The Panthers are 16-19 overall, but just 2-5 in road games. In their last outing, the Panthers split a midweek
doubleheader with No. 4 Florida. FIU was hitless in a five-inning run-rule loss, 9-0, in the opening
game of the doubleheader with the Gators, but rebounded with a 4-0 win in the second game.
Marshall will trot out a combination of pitches during the three-game series. Abigail Tolbert and
Kailee Williamson, who have combined to start 28 of the Herd’s 31 games in the circle, will likely earn
starts this weekend. Ali Burdette has started one game in each of the last two C-USA series and will
either get the ball to start a game or play a key role out of the bullpen.
FIU will rely on its ace Shannon Saile to make this weekend. Saile, the reigning C-USA Freshman
of the Year and Preseason C-USA Pitcher of the Year, is tied for the lowest earned run average in the
conference (1.83) and leads the conference in both complete games (14) and strikeouts (168).
The three-game series opens with a doubleheader Friday at 1 p.m. Game two will begin 30 minutes
after the conclusion of game one.

Mets beat Cardinals 9-4 in Callaway’s debut as manager
By MIKE FITZPATRICK

ASSOCIATED PRESS BASEBALL WRITER
NEW YORK (AP) — Mickey Callaway’s first
game as a manager with the Mets went exactly
according to plan.
Yoenis Cespedes drove in three runs and newcomer Adrian Gonzalez hit a go-ahead double to
lead Noah Syndergaard and New York past the
St. Louis Cardinals 9-4 in their opener Thursday.
Syndergaard (1-0) struck out 10 and walked
none in six innings after missing most of last season with a torn lat muscle.
Leadoff man Brandon Nimmo, subbing for injured All-Star Michael Conforto, reached safely
four times and scored twice as the Mets chased
a furious Carlos Martinez in their five-run fifth
inning to make Callaway a winner at sold-out
Citi Field.
“It feels great,” Callaway said. “What a ballpark. All of us, the coaches, were sitting there
going, man, this is something special. This is a
different place than most.”
The 35-year-old Gonzalez also was on base
four times with two hits and two walks in his
New York debut. The five-time All-Star first
baseman was signed for the major league minimum during the offseason after struggling with
a bad back last year with the Dodgers.
“Obviously, getting off to a good start is huge,
both personally and as a team. I think we accomplished both,” he said.
Yadier Molina hit an early two-run homer for
St. Louis that clanged off the left-field foul pole.
Jose Martinez (3 for 4) also went deep against
Syndergaard and knocked in two but committed
a run-scoring throwing error at first base.
“I was mad at myself not making that play, for
sure. I put Carlos in a tough situation right there,”

Martinez said. “I don’t feel very happy with my
performance, because that play was huge for us.”
New York got hitless relief from Robert Gsellman, newcomer Anthony Swarzak and closer
Jeurys Familia to finish with 15 strikeouts in an
opener played only hours after the death of former Mets star Rusty Staub .
“I thought it was a great team win. A lot of fun,”
Syndergaard said. “Kind of kicking myself in the
butt for allowing that Martinez guy to get a little
too comfortable, but that won’t happen again.”
Todd Frazier, also making his Mets debut,
drew a one-out walk from Martinez (0-1) in the
fifth and scored from first on Gonzalez’s double
into the right-field corner for a 4-3 lead.
Syndergaard, who threw his first three pitches
99 mph , helped himself with a sacrifice bunt,
and young shortstop Amed Rosario — batting ninth behind the pitcher — delivered a
two-run single .
Cespedes, who had a two-run single in the
second, chased Martinez with an RBI single . The
two-time All-Star pitcher, who walked six, really
went wild once he got to the bench, knocking
over a bucket of bubble gum.
“I didn’t have command,” Martinez said. “In
the last game (of) the spring I was comfortable,
so I don’t know what happened.”
Jay Bruce, back after the Mets traded him to
Cleveland last August, added an RBI single off
Matt Bowman to cap the outburst.
“I put our lineup against anyone,” Bruce said.
“We have veteran guys. We have young guys with
so much talent.”
New York catcher Kevin Plawecki also had two
walks and two hits, including a late RBI single.
“Just a great all-around effort today,” Frazier
said. “A good kick-start to the season.”

KATHY WILLENS | ASSOCIATED PRESS

New York Mets manager Mickey Callaway looks over the field before his team’s opening day baseball game
against the St. Louis Cardinals Thursday afternoon at Citi Field in New York. The Mets won 9-4 in Callaway’s
managerial debut.
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Editorial

Huntington: Let’s all be in this together
It is unfortunately not uncommon to hear Marshall University students complain about Huntington being a stagnant,
boring city. So many students on campus are quick to say
that there is nothing to do, nowhere to go, but they say these
things without venturing past the first two blocks of Fourth
Avenue. If college students would just look around and see the
rapidly developing city that surrounds their campus-minded
bubble, they would see that there is an exciting energy that is
just waiting for them to engage. There are buildings and lots of
opportunity. In so many ways, Huntington is like a freshman
city. It’s a town that is starting fresh, struggling to cope with its

own past and difficult present, but that has every opportunity
ahead of it. College students can relate to this town.

“SINCE WE ARE ALL LITERALLY IN THIS
COMMUNITY TOGETHER, LET’S SUPPORT
THE INVESTMENT AND GROWTH THAT IS
OCCURRING IN OUR AREA. WITH THE RIGHT
SUPPORT, THE HUNTINGTON AREA CAN
CONTINUE TO GROW AND PROSPER.”
- BILL BISSET
There is no question that Marshall’s campus is central to the
Huntington community. The university acts as the living heartbeat of the city, and when the heart is healthy, it pours out and
affects every part of the body. If Marshall is the heart, then its students are the lifeblood. For the city to continue to grow, Marshall
students need to understand that their engagement is essential.
In a recent editorial featured in the Herald-Dispatch,

Huntington Regional Chamber of Commerce president and
CEO Bill Bissett wrote this: “From a new vibrancy in downtown
Huntington to the development of new businesses throughout
our region, a new optimism and excitement is occurring.”
University students should be foaming at the mouth over the
abounding opportunities in this area for them to be entrepreneurial, creative leaders. There are so many things students
can bring to the table, but in order for them to do this, they
are going to have to show up at the table first. It is more important than ever for Marshall students to get plugged into
the community around them, to contribute and be a part of
the vibrancy and optimism surging through the downtown
area. This is the time for students to take ownership of their
community, and in order to do this, it is going to require an
investment of both time and money.
“Since we are all literally in this community together, let’s
support the investment and growth that is occurring in our
area,” Bissett wrote. “With the right support, the Huntington
area can continue to grow and prosper.”
College is a time of opportunity and optimism, a rush
of potential married to skill and intellect. Huntington’s
current culture is a direct parallel to this college-like
energy. Let’s all be in this together.

SADIE HELMICK | LIFE! EDITOR

An outsider’s glance of Huntington
By HANNA STRATTON

FOR THE PARTHENON
In the last month I have driven a total of 2,477 miles
from Seattle, Washington with my final destination
being New York City. My good friend Franklin Norton
lives here in Huntington, so I decided to make it one of
my stops.
I left Kentucky reluctantly this morning (I fell in
love with the Bluegrass State) and crossed the bridge
to West Virginia with a picture of small town America
you see in movies in my mind’s eye. I wasn’t really
sure what to expect, but college towns are generally
quaint, quirky and bursting with school pride. Earlier this week I was in Bloomington, Indiana, which
is a tiny town with a giant school. There’s this street
right by the Indiana University campus that is dotted

with restaurants, each filled with college students and
locals gathering to enjoy March Madness over some
fries. So, I guess I was expecting that.
Truthfully, my first thought was: Where are all the
darling front porches? As I looked at the houses, I had
to maneuver around a pothole but landed in an even
bigger one. My faith in Franklin sunk a little, because
I know he loves Huntington so much; I was confused.
But then I caught a glimpse of a cherry blossom tree,
and my heart melted.
After driving around for a few minutes, I parked my
car at Heritage Station and got a cup of coffee at River
and Rail Bakery. While I sat in the corner, I fell in love
with the people. In Seattle, I get strange looks if I try to
start a conversation with the cashier. Here it was almost
expected. I loved it. I had the door held open for me

three times in half an hour and was called ma’am once.
In all the places I’ve been since leaving the West
Coast, this is the first place strangers have openly addressed me. Say what you will about big cities, but
people walk around surrounded by thousands of
people and probably truly connect with no one. There
is something wonderful about having a stranger
look you in the eyes and say “Good morning.” But in
Huntington, it doesn’t feel like anyone is a stranger. I
parked my car with its Minnesota license plates and
expected to feel out of place. Instead I felt welcomed
and accepted simply for walking through a door. Upon
entering the city limits, my expectations of the city
were wrong, and I was a bit rattled at first. But a place
that can make someone feel as if they belong there in
a matter of minutes is more than alright in my book.

SADIE HELMICK | LIFE! EDITOR

The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published
by students Monday through Friday during the regular semester and
Thursday during the summer. The editorial staff is responsible for
news and editorial content.
CONTACT US: 109 Communications Bldg.|Marshall University|One John Marshall Drive
Huntington, West Virginia 25755|parthenon@marshall.edu|@MUParthenon
Letters to the Editor are accepted. See guidelines online.
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom
of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to peaceably
assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
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cont. TRAINING from 1.
sentenced to prison.
“That guy writes me all the time to thank
me for putting him away,” Godwin said. “He
says he would have done something much
worse if I hadn’t stopped him.”
The entire day was filled with stories like
this. The two speakers also spoke about
some of the ways pedophiles use the Internet to get to children. They use social
media, online games like “Fortnite” and
“Overwatch” to prey on children and illegal
music sites like “Limewire” and “Frostwire” to

share child pornography.
“I have to get on these sites and make
contact with the offenders, then look at the
photos to verify they do contain child porn
so we can arrest them,” Godwin said.
They talked about how severe the problem
is just in the United States alone, but also
mentioned dedicated people are tirelessly
working to free these victims and return
them to safety.
Michaela Crittenden can be contacted at
crittenden2@marshall.edu.

By SARAH INGRAM

all to be donated to March of Dimes.
In addition to March of Dimes, Tri Sigma also
does work with The Foundation, an organization that helps children through various forms
of therapy including physical, musical and other
forms of therapy. Tri Sigma is currently the only
sorority on campus that has two different national philanthropies.
The Foundation started out as the Robbie
Page Memorial Fund to pay tribute to a previous
national president of Tri Sigma. The sorority is
planning to raise money for this organization
by setting up the Rooting for Robbie event. This
event will allow students to purchase root beer
floats to show support for The Foundation.
Rooting for Robbie is set to occur April 18 in
the Memorial Student Center, and the root beer
floats will be available for $1.
Sarah Ingram can be contacted at ingram51@marshall.edu.

Tri Sigma sponsors 'Rooting
for Robbie' fundraising event
THE PARTHENON
Sigma Sigma Sigma sold chili and will sell root
beer floats later this month in order to raise
money and awareness for its philanthropies focused on helping ill children.
Tri Sigma played host to the ChiliFest before
Spring Break to raise money for March of Dimes,
a nonprofit organization that works toward preventing premature childbirth.
Students were able to gather at Tri Sigma’s
sorority house or order food for delivery. Ellie
Kinder, a freshman elementary education major
and Tri Sigma’s philanthropy chair, said it was
her first time attending the event, and she was
happy with how well everything turned out.
“For my first time doing this, I think it went
really well,” Kinder said. “Everything went
smoothly; all the girls were helpful.”
The ChiliFest was able to raise roughly $2,000,

Marshall classics presents
Hellenistic poetry lecture
By HANNA PENNINGTON

appreciate coming back and meeting students
and being able to say, ‘you know, there are no
limits, you can do whatever you want to do.’”
Gutzwiller said she was educationally
a product of the ‘60s, a time when women
were beginning to pursue many different
types of careers.
“I think for the first time, really, women
thought they could have any sort of career that
they wanted to have and that it became possible
in a variety of ways to do that,” Gutzwiller said.
“It wasn’t always easy; it wasn’t always obvious.
Even for me in my career, it hasn’t always been a
straight course.”
Gutzwiller’s lecture explained the relationship
between ancient women and their role within
Hellenistic poetry.
“It’s very important to understand the real lives
of people, men and women, and their relationships in the ancient world to the extent that we
can determine how they lived,” Gutzwiller said.
“It’s really important to have that background
in understanding how literature developed and
how it was consumed by leaders, how it was enjoyed and how it influenced their lives, and that’s
one of the things that I try to resurrect in my own
interpretations.”
Gutzwiller said many of the texts discussed
during her lecture were discovered on crumbling
papyri and did not come from manuscripts.
“They’re so precious when you’ve got them
that way,” Gutzwiller said. “What a shame it
would be to lose these precious little bits we
have of such an ancient past.”
Hanna Pennington can be contacted at penningto131@marshall.edu.

THE PARTHENON
Former president of the Society for Classical
Studies and Marshall University alumna Kathryn
Gutzwiller engaged students and faculty Thursday afternoon during a lecture on Hellenistic
poetry and women of ancient times.
Del Chrol, program director for classics, said
Gutzwiller’s presence on campus set a positive
example for students.
“Having lectures like this are really important
to not only show that Marshall is on the forefront
of knowledge but also to allow people to enrich
themselves,” Chrol said. “I think it’s important
that everyone goes to as many lectures and talks
as possible, because we’re on the cutting edge of
what people are researching about the world and
about life.”
Chrol said the lecture was particularly important, because it showed that a West Virginia native
was able to achieve such a world of success.
“It shows that somebody who comes from here
and comes to Marshall and decides to take some
risks in choosing a profession like this is able
to go out and become one of the most famous
people in the world in classics,” Chrol said. “And
that’s something that anybody here can do. It’s a
wonderful thing.”
Gutzwiller said her experience at Marshall
helped expand her horizons within her career
path and beyond.
“It was really life changing for me, it opened
up my mind, it taught me how to think about
things that I’d only heard about, and I was encouraged to go onto graduate school and to have
a professional career,” Gutzwiller said. “I really
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CATHOLIC

OUR LADY OF FATIMA
Catholic Parish & Parish School

    

  

www.ourfatimafamily.com
Father Paul Yuenger

360288

Mass Schedule: Saturday 5:30 P.M.
Sunday 8 A.M. and 10:45 A.M.
Spanish Mass: 2nd & 4th Sundays at 9:15 A.M.
Misa en Español: segundo y cuarto
los domingos a las 9:15 A.M.
Confession: Saturday 3:30 - 4:30 P.M.

SACRED HEART
CATHOLIC CHURCH

1208 Adams Avenue
Huntington, WV 25704

Wed. Bible Study 7pm
Sunday Services
Sunday School 9:45am
Sun. Morning Worship 10:45am
Sun. Eve. Worship 6:00pm

St. Peter Claver
Catholic Church

METHODIST

EPISCOPAL

Central Free Will
Baptist Church

Steele Memorial United
Methodist Church

Trinity
Episcopal Church

360293

Celebrate Recovery - Tuesday - 6:30 P.M.

Rev. Kevin Lantz
Rev. Ralph Sager, Associate Pastor

520 11th Street Huntington, WV
(304) 529-6084

Sunday Worship
8:00 & 10:30 A.M.
Adult Sunday School 9:15 A.M.
    
www.wvtrinitychurch.org

360286

FREE WILL BAPTIST

733 Shaw St.
Barboursville, WV 25504
304-736-4583
Sunday School — 9:40 A.M.
Sunday Worship — 8:45 A.M. &
10:45 A.M. & 6:30 P.M.

Rev. Charles McGinnis

360282

900 9th Street
Huntington, WV 25701
304-523-3505
Pastor Duane Little

Mass Times: Sat. 4:30pm, Sun. 9am,
Confessions on Sat. 3:45pm-4:15pm or
anytime by appointment
Ofﬁce Hours Mon-Fri. 9am-2pm

828 15th St. (on 9th Ave) Htgn.
304-523-7311
Sunday Mass: 11:00a.m.
Daily Masses: 12:05 on Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Confession by appointment
Father Charles McGinnis, Pastor

St. Stephen
Catholic Church

2491 James River Turnpike, Ona, WV
304-743-3234
ststephens@suddenlinkmail.com
www.ststephens1.com
MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday - 6:00 p.m. Thurs.- 5:30 p.m.
Fri.- 9:00 a.m. Sat.- 9:00 a.m..
Confessions: After 9:00 am daily masses.
Father Thomas Kalapurackal

360312

SERVICES:

Sunday School 9:45 A.M.
Sunday Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday: 7:30 P.M.
www.pentecostaltruth.com

360285

360289

bhpcusa@comcast.net

Bethel Temple
Assembly of God

(304) 697-5600

451 6th Avenue, Huntington, WV
9:45 A.M. — Devotion
10:00 A.M. — Sunday School
11:00 A.M. — Morning Worship
6:00 P.M. — Evening Worship
Weds. Services — 7:00 P.M.
Pastor Steve Williams

ALL WELCOME

Pentecostal Truth
Ministries
PASTOR JANET MOUNTS

www.ﬁfthavenuebaptist.org
304-523-0115
PRESBYTERIAN

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

360287

360283

-Sunday Morning Worship – 10:45 am
See our website for many other times of Bible study, worship, and activities
for children, youth, and adults.

PENTECOSTAL

358846

1135 Fifth Avenue
Corner of Fifth Avenue & 12th Street in downtown Huntington

360310

Fifth Avenue Baptist Church

2015 Adams Ave. Huntington, WV
304-429-4318

St. Joseph Roman
Catholic Church
HUNTINGTON, WV
526 13th Street
(304) 525-5202
Pastor: Fr Dean Borgmeyer

Confessions
Saturday 8:00 am-8:25 am
Saturday 4:00 pm-4:25 pm
Tuesday 5:00 pm-5:25 pm
or by appointment

355223

360278

Sunday Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,
12:00 Noon, 5:30 pm
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